
 

 

<Insert Date> 
 
 
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown 
713 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The American Cancer Society has reported that there are more new incidents of skin cancers 
than all other cancers combined. We are asking for your support in expanding the free Wellness 
Benefits of private and government sponsored health insurance to include yearly skin exams 
which will save thousands of lives and millions of dollars of health care costs with early 
detection. 
   
Our adult daughter and only child had yearly skin inspections but her melanoma was internal 
and was not discovered until the late stages. She was a kind and caring person and wanted us 
to establish her foundation, the Lori Ann Reigert (OSU Class of 1999) Skin Cancer Awareness 
Foundation (LARSCAF.org), to help others to avoid the horrific pain and suffering of melanoma 
and the devastating side effects of the immunotherapy treatment for the disease that are 
barely controlled by huge doses of opioids. Despite hundreds of thousands of dollars of 
treatment and her unbelievable bravery, we lost her in three months and as you can see by the 
enclosed article, new cancer treatments will be millions of dollars and may be rationed by 
“death panels” (“help children and young adults who can benefit from Kymriah”). 
 
Many skin cancer organizations, including Melanoma Know More in Cincinnati, are now using 
dermatologist volunteers to provide hundreds of free exams with great success and their 
statistics (see their website) indicate that they have found many skin problems that could turn 
into serious and expensive medical problems without this early detection.  Based on their 
experience, the benefit of millions of these skin exams as a free Wellness Benefit should be 
obvious to you and to all health care providers. 
 
Skin exams are about $130 which is much less than the cost of many current free Wellness 
Benefits for cancer detection such as mammograms, prostate exams and colonoscopies. Please 
help save thousands of lives and stop a huge financial burden on health care in this country by 
using your influence to insist that all health care providers include the free Wellness Benefit of 
yearly skin exams. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
John and Eileen Reigert 
 


